Beyond Heart Mountain
Civility, Culture, Community

History of the Cheyenne Japanese neighborhood on W. 17" St
Japanese treatment in Cheyenne during World War I1
Japanese Baby Boomer in Wyoming after World War 11



Tie culture to community

Historic Preservation

Architecture is a direct and substantial representation of history
and place.

By preserving historic structures, we are able to share the very
neighborhoods in which the generations before us lived.

The visual and tangible conservation of cultural identity.
Historic Place Making

Inspires communities to reimagine and reinvent public spaces as
the heart of once vibrant neighborhoods.

Strengthening the connection between people and the places
they share

A collaboration shapes historic places that maximize shared
stories.

Urban design can facilitate creative patterns incorporating
physical, cultural, and social identities that define a place and
support its ongoing evolution.
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Crowd Sourced information

Alan O'Hashi shared a post to the group: You know you're
from Cheyenne if you remember...
March 20 - [@

| posted this on my page about the old Cheyenne Tent and Awning and an
upstairs Japanese rooming house that will be demolished. I'm
crowdsourcing additional information about the neighborhood which at
one time was a Japanese “ghetto.” Any recollections about Sidles? Wahl's
Bicycles and Keys? City Cafe? Hosokawa's Pool Hall? California Fish
Market? Baker's Place Bar?

Alan O'Hashi
March 19

I contacted developer
John Dinneen and city
planner Stephanie
Lowe about the project:
* 'm working with the
Dinneens and the Historic
Preservation Board come up
with some factual
information and anecdotal

stories about the
neighborhood

* Generally, the 400 to 500
blocks of West 17t? Street



West 17" Street Pioneer to Carey
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Hosokawa'’s Pool Hall 516 W. 171" St

My Grandfather Toichi
(George) Ohashi purchased
the pool hall in 1952.

Gontaro and Kiyo
Kubota and family
outside 411 W. 17t? Street.
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! 868 THE DENVER POST,

Sunday, Sept. 7, 1952
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Deaver Post Phto.
BIG CATCH—The grinning gentleman is Henry Omoto. He's got
plenty of reason to grin. The fish in his arms is an 18-pound-6-
ounce rainbow trout which measured 33% inches. The Chey-
enne, Wyo., man caught the fish in the North Platte river near
Fort Steele, Wyo., and landed it only after a thirty-minute
fight. He used a red and white Haredevil and a oEet
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California Fish Market 422 W. 17" St

» Bill Matsuyama 1930s to
1950

* Sold to Carl and Lucy
Kishiyama 1952 — 1956
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Barber Shop / Market 414 W. 17" St.

Conflicting history — The Market
owned by Kazuma and Ume Mikawa
was reportedly in the 500 block, the
image below shows it at 414 W. 17t
Street.

A barber shop was opened
by Takematsu Matsushima
at 414 W. 17th Street




Cheyenne, World War 11, Civility

The Wyoming Eagle — Cheyenne, December 11, 1941

CHEYENNE JAPANESE ARE LOYAL

WHEREAS, a condition of armed conflict now exists between the United States and the Jepenese Empire wiuch calls
for the fullest cooperation on the part of every true and loyel Americas, irrespective of race or creed, who chershes the
principles of Liberty and Freedom upon which this great nation is founded, and

WHEREAS, by every instinct of Humanity, love of Freedom, Justice and Equality, the residents and citizens of Jepanese
ancestry in the City of Cheyenne are whole-heartedly and without any mental reservations whatsoever, in support of the
action of the President of the United States, and

WHEREAS, the residents in Cheyenze of Japanese ancestry ase fully cognizant and deeply appreciative of fhe mansuid
blessings and privileges which have been accorded them in this great nation, and particularly i the City of Cheyenne, and

WHEREAS, the older residents have shown their true Americenism and loyalty to the country of their adoption by
fully concurring with the action of their children in their respective decisions 1o volunteer under the Selective Service
Act of the National Defense program, and

WHEREAS, the individual selectees irom the Cheyenne Japanese group in every instance, have cilered fhei bves
and their services in support of the Common Defense by voluntary enlistment, and
WHEREAS, the undersigned residents and citizens of Cheyenne are willing and sager to cifer thew full-hearted coopers-
tion and support in any measure which may be undertaken by the authorities io advance the Common Delense,
NOW BE IT RESOLVED that these matters be brought to public attention through the medium of this resclution and
an affirmation of the loyalty of this group and its faith in the future of this country be made 2 matter of public record
and that an original copy of this resolution be presented to the following for their injormation and govermment:
The Honorable Nels H. Smith, Governor
The Honorable Ed Warren, Mayor
Captain Wm. R. Bradley, State Highway Patrol
Sheriff George J. Carroll, Laramie County Shenif's Office
Chief Harvey Jackson, Cheyenne City Police
Mr. John Charles Thompson, Editor, Wyoming State Tribune
Mr. Tracy S. McCraken, Editor, Wyoming Eagle
Radio Station KFBC
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned residents of Cheyenne have hereto set their hands thus 8% day of December,
1941, in the City of Cheyenne, Laramie County, State of Wyoming.

Auntie Hisako Sakata - activist
Japanese loyalty advertisement in
WTE after Pearl Harbor




Prisoners of War in place

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

DISTRICT OF WyoMING.

enne, Wyoming
March 8,1944

travel,

Dear Mr. Kishiyama:

Visit your wife!
wife back fro
March 11, 1944,

Enclosed are blank application forms
for your uge in bmitting application for

your record
observe theg

A:torney
eo: FBI, Denver 2, Coloraas

My parents were kicked out of
the American Bowling

Congress

“Casablanca” Letters of Transit



Wrong place, wrong time

Grandfather Ohashi and Uncle George detained at
Tulare Detention Center
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Civility means making personal change
with sensibility

« Civility begins with being polite and nice with sensibility.
* How we act in between means unwinding the tapes about the
experiences we've had that made us each what we are
« Example, nobody is born a racist, but some social
environments reinforce any variety of “isms.”
* Get out of your comfort zones
* Who do you sit next to in church? Sit next to someone
who is out of your zone.
* Who do you invite out for coffee? Ask someone you've
wanted to know better.

 Civility ends with being polite and nice with sensibility
* Our communities would be better places if we put in the
hard work it takes to understand ourselves.
* Pretending to be polite and nice is harder work than
actually being polite and nice.
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Wyoming PBS

www.wyomingpbs.org
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Alan O’Hashi bvet22@yahoo.com



